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CHINA–WESTERN AUSTRALIA TRADE RELATIONS 
Statement by Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade) [9.04 am]: The relationship 
between China and Western Australia is one that all Western Australians understand, appreciate and respect. Since 
taking on the portfolios of state development, jobs and trade after the recent election, I have been keen to further 
this critically important relationship, as I have, and will continue to do, with many of our Asian neighbours. For WA, 
this relationship is very important due to the fact that in 2020, 84 per cent of Western Australia’s total goods exports 
went to Asia. The state contributed 56 per cent of the nation’s goods exports to Asia, which is more than all the 
other states and territories combined. 
Two weeks ago, I was asked to participate in the sixth annual Ping Pong Friendship Games held by the Australia China 
Business Council and the China Chamber of Commerce in Australia. Although I am sad to report that I was soundly 
beaten by my good friend Consul General Long Dingbin, before anyone gets too critical, in 2017, Premier McGowan 
was beaten as well. In addition to this being the sixth annual event, it also marked the fiftieth anniversary of ping-pong 
diplomacy, referring to the 1971 exchange of table tennis, or ping-pong, players between the United States, Australia 
and the People’s Republic of China that resulted in a resumption of diplomatic and economic relations after 20 years. 
Although we acknowledge this relationship has been under some strain at a national level, Western Australia is 
working hard to ensure that the bond between WA and China is not only maintained, but also strengthened. 
Only last week, on behalf of the WA government, Minister Punch and I formally opened the eighth annual 
Western Australia–Zhejiang Exchange Committee meeting in a virtual ceremony alongside the Vice Governor of 
Zhejiang and other government representatives in China. Western Australia and Zhejiang province have been sister 
states for almost 34 years, since November 1987, and last week’s committee meeting explored further areas of 
collaboration in vocational education and training, cross-border ecommerce ventures and new energy initiatives, 
which are areas critical to the WA government’s economic diversification agenda. 
WA is located in the fastest-growing region in the world. It is incumbent upon us as a government to maintain 
meaningful and long-lasting trading and cultural relationships with our Asian neighbours. As Minister for 
State Development, Jobs and Trade in the McGowan government, I look forward to continuing to build on these 
relationships as we work towards a bright and prosperous future. 
 


	CHINA–Western Australia TRADE RELATIONS
	Statement by Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade


